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steadily losing interest in the Saar and was increasingly ready to
acquiesce in a plebiscite decision for its reunion with Germany, as
this would remove a possible source of conflict without infringing
the principle of respect for treaties. There was a corresponding
slackening of French propaganda in the Saar itself, which, in any
case, had never been so lavish or effective as that carried on from the
Reich. There had indeed been complaints of such forms of intimida-
tion as the forcing of German mine workers to join 'separatist'
organizations, but these were countered on the French side by
allegations as to the blacklisting of persons suspected of disloyalty
to Germany. By 1933 leading propagandist organizations such
as the Association Frangaise de la Sarre were no longer working
for the union of the Territory with France but were attempting
as a last resort to persuade the Saar Germans, who were mostly
of Rhenish origin, that the maintenance of the status quo would
save them from being 'Prussianized' and would enable them to
keep their present economic advantages instead of returning to
share in the misfortunes of Germany.

Up to this time, however, no impartial observer could have
doubted that the plebiscite would result in an overwhelming majority
for reunion with Germany or that the transfer of the Territory could
be made without any risk of an international crisis, though it might
not be easy to reach an immediate settlement on outstanding economic
questions. The situation was, however, entirely changed by the
National Socialist Revolution in Germany and by the turn of the
years 1933 and 1934 the Saar had become one of the storm centres
on the increasingly threatening horizon of international relations.
Herr Hitler and his followers had owed their success in great part
to a stirring programme of foreign policy which included the de-
liverance of Germany from the degradation imposed by the Treaty
of Versailles and the reunion of as many Germans as possible in the
totalitarian racial community of the Third Reich. The Saar was the
most suitable immediate objective for this policy, since the libera-
tion of the German minorities across the borders of the Reich could
hardly be brought about except by war, and in the case of Poland
such forcible revision of the treaty would be incompatible with the
deliberate policy of rapprochement leading up to the non-aggression
pact of the 26th January, 1934.1 Moreover, the course of events

the League still further in the system of parochial sovereignty which it was
created to transcend.   It is, however, interesting to compare it with the
reaffirmation of temporal power by Pope Pius XI in the Lateran Agreements
of 1929 (see the Survey for 1929, Part V, section (i)).
1 See pp. 327-8, 341, seqg., above.